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2019 年 4 月 13 日社会类（讨论型） 
Some people believe famous people’s support towards international aid 

organizations draws attention to problems. Others think celebrities make the 

problems less important. Discuss both views and give your opinion. 

 

To raise awareness of global problems more and more charities use media 

personalities to lead their fund raising campaigns. However, critics argue that 

using such stars trivialises the serious problems that people face.   

 

It is true that using celebrities can create public awareness about the problems 

that need to be dealt with. For instance, the most famous example of this was 

the success of the Live Aid concerts that raised millions of pounds worldwide 

for African charities. If it were not for pop stars such as Bono from the group U2 

the African famines might not have reached our TV screens. Consequently, it 

is my strong belief that having high profile people associated with international 

aid organisations can raise public awareness and it is evident they can 

positively influence society at large to participate in the charitable activities held 

by such associations. 

 

On the other hand, there is a view that using celebrities can detract from the 

problems at hand. Firstly, this can be because some see celebrity involvement 

as nothing more than self-promotion to gain more fame. Secondly, others point 

to the “white saviour” mentality where the majority of celebrities involved are 

from the West and are representatives of the colonial societies that caused 

these problems in the first place.     

 

To sum up, in my opinion, there is no doubt that celebrities can draw attention 

to the problems faced by many people worldwide, but the aid agencies 

themselves need to take steps to make sure the issues are not trivialised. 

 

251 words 

 

By Dr Rob Burton 

  

 Vocabulary 

 

trivialises (verb) to cause to appear unimportant, insignificant, etc. 

 

high profile (idiom) an intentionally conspicuous, well-publicized presence or 

stance: "needs to maintain a high profile in his profession"  
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at large (idiom) in general; according to a general sample. Truck drivers at 

large don't like the new speed restriction on the highway. Students at large felt 

that discipline was too strict. 

 

white saviour  white saviour refers to western people going in to “fix” the 

problems of struggling nations or people of colour without understanding their 

history, needs, or the region’s current state of affairs. 

 

in the first place (idiom) from the outset; in or at the very beginning. You 

should have said you were feeling ill in the first place! I wouldn't have given 

you such a hard time if I'd known. I never would have bought this car in the 

first place if I'd known there weren't airbags. 

 

take steps to (do something) (idiom) to do what is necessary to prepare for or 

begin doing something. We're currently taking steps to secure funding for the 

project before we announce it to the public. Following public outcry, the 

company has taken steps to rectify the discriminatory hiring practices. 

 

 

范文解析： 

此篇范文是一片典型的社会类话题的讨论型大作文。讨论型大作文一般写作结

构为首段背景句引入话题+呈现争议表达双方观点，主体段分段陈述两方观点，

结尾段总结上文陈述自己的观点。如本篇文章，作者的写作逻辑非常清晰，学

生很好模仿。主体段中作者陈述另一方观点时使用了 on the other hand 这样的

转折词，类似的词汇同学们还可以用 however, nevertheless…等等，使用这样

的转折词可以使考官轻松的看出文章中的逻辑关系，是获得高分的技巧之一。

同时，使用一些地道的短语，增加文章的可看性，同时向考官展示自己的词汇

量以及语言的运用能力。范文中所呈现的写作结构在启德 2018 雅思标准化教

材的强化段第八课有详细地介绍，并且文中标记了一些重点词汇可供各位同学

学习积累。社会类文章的写作技巧也会在标准化教材中有详细地讲解，如果大

家想学习更多关于雅思写作的内容，欢迎大家来启德上课。 

 


